Eden United Church of Christ
Order for Worship
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6, 2019
7:00 p.m.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Eden United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.
We believe that all people are children of God;
that persons of all ages, races and sexual orientations are part of our increasingly diverse culture.
We welcome all persons into the full life and ministry of this church.
Children’s bulletins are available upon request from the ushers.
Thank you for muting your cell phone, pager, and PDA during worship.
Thank you for bringing no food or beverages in the Sanctuary
other than sacramental elements and bottled water.

PRELUDE

Intrada

Grapuner

THE LIGHT ENTERS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
WELCOME
INTROIT

Rev. Pepper Swanson
Introit for Ash Wednesday
Your mer-cy em-brac-es all cre-a-tion.
You re-ject noth-ing you have made.
You o-ver-look our sins as you lead us to re-pen-tance.
Grant us par-don for you are God.
Grant us par-don for you are God.

CALL TO WORSHIP (in unison)
L:
R:
L:
R:
L:
R:

Rev. Marvin Wiser

Relent: to abandon an one’s harsh treatment of others
Reflect: to think deeply and carefully about one’s life and values
Repent: to turn toward God and God’s better way
Reconcile: to restore relationship and co-exist in harmony once again
Reflect, Repent, Reconcile, Repeat.
Reflect, Repent, Reconcile, Re-Lent.

HYMN

Again We Keep This Solemn Fast

CALL TO CONFESSION

NCH № 187
Pastor Marvin

Whatever God has intended for us, we aren’t there yet; whomever God is calling us
to be, we haven’t become that yet. We are works in progress. And we get off track.
Sometimes we stumble. Thank God, God is there to dust us off and set us on the path
again. Trusting that, join me in our prayer of confession
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

Pastor Marvin

Holy God, we confess to you and one another we have not loved you with all our
heart, mind, and strength, nor our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven. We have been deaf to your call to serve as
Christ served us. We have been too self-indulgent, too angry, too frustrated,
and too envious. We have not prayed or worshipped or treated the poor as we
ought. We have, in callous ways, hurt creation and neglected the beauty you
have provided for our stewardship. We humbly beg your pardon and for the
restoration of our faith and character in your sight. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor Marvin

There is one thing that does not change: God has loved us, loves us now, and will
always love us. This is the astonishing good news that transforms lives: we are a
forgiven people, set free to forgive one another. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC
SCRIPTURE READING

Canoeing
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10

A.M. Cheney Beach
Pastor Marvin

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God. As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of
God in vain. For he says,
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting
no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but
as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons

of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and dishonour, in ill
repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown,
and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.
“Reflect and Be Reconciled”

SERMON
HYMN

The Rev. Pepper Swanson
NCH № 186

Dust and Ashes Touch Our Face

OFFERING & DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS
Invitation (Thank you for placing your blue worship card in the offering plate)
Offertory

Pastor Marvin

Improvisation on “Dust and Ashes”

Offering Response

Give Me a Clean Heart

NCH № 188

Prayer of Dedication

Pastor Marvin

IMPOSITION OF ASHES & BLESSINGS
Invitation

Pastor Pepper

Ashes and Blessings
Musical Meditation

Pastors Pepper & Marvin
Album Leaf

Prayer of Intention

Claude Debussy
Pastor Pepper

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN
Where Are You God? We Long to Know
see page 8
(Tune: O WALY WALY “Though I May Speak")) Trad. English Melody/Gillette
BENEDICTION
RESPONSE

Pastor Pepper
Again We Keep This Solemn Fast (v.1)

NCH № 187

A-gain we keep this sol-emn fast, a gift of faith from a-ges past,
This Lent which binds us lov-ing-ly to faith and hope and char-i-ty.

THE LIGHT DEPARTS WITH THE PEOPLE
POSTLUDE

Bourée in E minor

J.S. Bach
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REFLECT, RESIST, REFUSE, RETURN...RE-LENT!

Lent is the 40-day period before Easter, which begin this Wednesday, Mar 6. We invite you to
re-experience Lent at one of our progressive and inclusive services and events planned for the
month of March. Whoever you are and wherever you are at on your Lenten journey, you are
welcome at Eden Church.
 Mar 10, First Sunday in Lent, 10 am, Sanctuary, followed by Soup Potluck in Oliver Hall
 Mar 17, Second Sunday in Lent, 10 am, Sanctuary, followed by an Introduction to Labyrinth
 Mar 24, Third Sunday in Lent, 10 am, Sanctuary
 Mar 31, Fourth Sunday in Lent, 10 am, Sanctuary, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
 Apr 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent, 10 am, Sanctuary, Sacrament of Holy Communion
 Apr 14, Palm Sunday, 10 am, Sacrament of Baptism, Reception of New Members, & Palm
procession
 Apr 18, Maundy Thursday, 7 pm, Pioneer Chapel, Holy Communion and Tenebrae Service
 Apr 19, Good Friday, 6 pm, Courtyard, Guided Labyrinth Walk
 Apr 21, Easter Sunday, 10 am, Sanctuary; Easter Egg Hunt, Campus, 11:30 am
Soup Potluck: On Sunday, Mar 10, there will be a soup potluck after worship, soup being one
of Eden’s Lenten traditions. Please bring your soup to the Oliver Hall kitchen before worship,
hot and ready to serve in a crockpot. If you’d like to borrow a crockpot, please see Pat Payne or
any of the Fellowship helpers.
Mix It Up Potlucks: We had so much fun at last year's new Mix-It-Up Potlucks, we're having
them again this Lent. A Mix-It-Up Potluck is an opportunity to share food and conversation with
other Eden Church members, friends, and newcomers. Each potluck will have space for 6 people
who have been around Eden for 5 years or longer and 6 people who have been around Eden for
5 years or fewer. Participants will be asked to bring an appetizer, salad, or entrée to serve 6 or so
people. Drinks, paper goods, and a few good conversation starters will be provided. This year,
there will be Wednesday night potlucks on Mar 13 & 20, and Apr 3 & 10, beginning at 7 pm
and there will be Sunday potlucks on Mar 24, 31 & Apr 7, beginning at 12 noon. All potlucks
will be in the Fireside Room. For more information and to arrange childcare, please contact Pastor
Pepper.

Introduction to Labyrinth: On Sunday, Mar 17, after worship, there will be an introduction
to our courtyard Labyrinth. History and background information will be provided as well as
instructions on how to use the labyrinth to calm your mind and nurture your spirit. Alternatives
to walking the labyrinth will also be provided.
Today’s music inserts are used under Eden UCC One License Number A-708960

Where Are You, God? We Long to Know
O WALY WALY 8.8.8.8 ("Though I May Speak")
Where are you, God? We long to know.
At times, our sorrows overflow.
Then others ask the question, too.
"Where is your God?" — they say of you.
We've seen the wages of our sin;
we've dreamed of things that might have been.
We've given in to hate and fear;
we've pushed away those you hold dear.
May we put feasts and games aside;
may we tear down the walls of pride.
We're sorry, Lord! We've turned from you!
So now we ask "What can we do?"
Still you are gracious, loving, kind.
We'll turn around! Now is the time!
These Lenten days, O God, may we
become your blest community.

DON’T FORGET TO FEED YOUR OGHS COIN BANK
One Great Hour of Sharing Coin Banks: On Sunday, Mar 31, we will make our One Great
Hour of Sharing offering. OGHS is the Lenten Offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports disaster, refugee, and development activities. Our offering will support programs internationally and saves lives by addressing critical issues of survival. Coin banks were distributed
on Sunday, Mar 3 but can still be picked up from the Church Office. Offering envelopes will be
available on Mar 31. Please give generously as part of your Lenten spiritual practice.

